
Dear Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

"I am afraid that we are now witnessing the precursors of a ‘pensioner democracy’. The elderly are 
more numerous, and all political parties take their considerations into account disproportionately.  
This could lead in such a direction that the old plunder the young.” 

These are not my words, but the words of the former German President, Roman Herzog, in an 
interview with the Bild newspaper in 2008 in the context of extraordinary pension increases before 
the parliamentary elections in 2009. 

Mr. Herzog predicted gerontocracy: rule by elders. As we saw in the parliamentary elections one 
month ago, an older population leads to marked changes in elections and political representation 
between generations. 

Wherever one looks, in all relevant fora of democratic representation, young people, and thus their 
concerns and interests, are barely represented: young people compose only 10% of the main parties 
in the Bundestag, the CDU and SPD, and are even underrepresented on the control bodies of public 
broadcasters. The Foundation for the Rights of Future Generations thus asked: What opportunities 
are there to counter this representative imbalance? 

My name is Bettina Munimus. I am a member of the board of the Foundation for the Rights of 
Future Generations. As an advocacy think-tank, our Foundation seeks to create a heightened 
awareness of intergenerational justice and sustainability issues in politics. In addition to the 
sustainable design of our representative democracy, including the electoral system, we deal with 
questions concerning sustainable demographics, the disadvantages that young people encounter in 
the labour market – key words "generation internship" and precariousness -, and with issues 
concerning public debt and pension systems. 

The Foundation has already influence political debates on several occasions and, through its work, 
has decisively shaped scientific discourse on generational justice. 

Ladies and gentlemen: The FRFG is very happy to welcome you today to this two-day symposium on 
"Youth Quotas - The Answer to changes in Age Demographics?" We organised this event together 
with our partner organisation in London, the Intergenerational Foundation. 

As part of this symposium, the Foundation for the Rights of Future generations will award the 
Demography Prize. The prize was initiated and is funded by the Stiftung Apfelbaum, which donates 
10,000 euros in prize money. Every two years, the Demography Prize recognises outstanding works 
by young scientists. The fourth demography prize asked whether and how youth quotas might 
provide answers to changes in age demographics. 

An ageing population causes change in elections and political representation between generations. 
Will it be more difficult for younger age groups to exercise their political will now that they have 
fewer votes? One way to counterbalance this trend and to ensure that the young do not become 
sidelined could be the introduction of youth quotas. Yet almost nothing about youth quotas can be 
found on Wikipedia or by searching the web with Google. 



The contributed works present innovative ideas and scientific findings to fill this academic lacuna. 
Awards for the three best works will be presented during this symposium. Congratulations to all 
winners! 

In recent years, the prize has dealt with other challenging demographic issues like the increase in the 
birth rate, the opportunities of demographic change and the power shift between old and young. 

The Intergenerational Justice Award of the FRFG, which is also announced every two years, has so 
far dealt with topics such as the anchoring of ecological generational justice in constitutional law, 
intergenerational justice as a model in business, suffrage without age limits, the unequal treatment 
of old and young in the workplace as well as the debt brake. The next Intergenerational Justice 
Award 2013/2014 will deal with the emergence of and conditions for the success of youth 
movements. Perhaps there is someone in the audience who would like to make a contribution. 

With these awards, the Foundation aims to promote a societal debate about the issue of fairness 
between young and old, between today and tomorrow, and wants to give it a scientific basis and 
provide decision-makers with policy options. 

I would like to thank our judges for their hard work and dedication. It was certainly not easy for you 
to select the best of all the submitted works. Yet I believe that you have reached an excellent 
decision. 

The Apfelbaum Foundation has supported the prize and accompanied us for many years as a driving 
force in our work. Thanks to this commitment we are able to support young scientists and advance 
issues of intergenerational justice. Thank you very much! 

This symposium is sponsored by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation and the ENRI-Future-Network. For 
their trust and the financial support, we would like to sincerely thank them. 

 Smooth and fruitful cooperation with the Intergenerational Foundation made it possible for us to 
announce this prize bilaterally for the first time. Dear Antony Mason, thank you for your invaluable 
collaboration. 

As a representative of the Board of the Foundation, I would like to take this opportunity – on behalf 
of the entire Board – to thank Igor Dimitrijoski, the office manager of the Foundation. It is thanks to 
his tireless activism and his extraordinary commitment that we are able to come together in this 
way. 

Unlike the Initivative for New Social Market Economy and the Bertelsmann Foundation, our work 
lacks sponsorship from a powerful donor. As a result, we have always been able to think freely and 
independently. We are, therefore, much more dependent on the support of our members. Hence 
the appeal we make to you today: help us maintain the independence of our work, support the 
Foundation as a sponsoring member and, in this way, help to make the world a little bit more 
intergenerationally just. 

Over the next two days we are excited and pleased that we will be discussing solutions to ageing 
societies with you here in the Swabian metropolis of Stuttgart. I am particularly pleased that we 
were able to organise this symposium together with the Intergenerational Foundation. Therefore, I 



would now like to hand over to Antony Mason, founder and head of the Intergenerational 
Foundation. 

I wish all of us two exciting days, many new insights and fruitful discussions. 

Thank you. 

 


